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Message from the Chairperson  
We have a substantial number of passive members in the Conservancy.  We know that you 
value a quiet life - after all, that is why you want to be in the Conservancy in the first place!  
But sadly, things do not happen on their own, and we really need your inputs.  The 
development of a Constitution that is acceptable to everyone is critically important to us all, 
and we need feedback from the broader membership.  It is good to hear from you even if it 
is just to tell us that you are happy with the way things are going! 
Please note details of the Conservancy Clean Up Day below and take it as an opportunity 
for us to grow the community spirit.  Try to leave time free that day to participate,. At the very 
least, come along for the braai! 
I will be overseas from 17-26 September, so if there are any urgent matters during that 
period, please contact Heinrich Rix as deputy chair, or the relevant committee member. 

Jane  
 

Conservancy Clean Up day!  
 

 
There will be a Conservancy Clean up day 
on Saturday 13 th October at 9am .  This will 
be followed by a braai for all Conservancy 
members.   Please, come along in person 
and also arrange for any workers you 
employ to also come along and help.  We 
aim to clear out invasive plants, clear the 
paths, and remove general rubbish in the 
Conservancy.  More details will be 
provided closer to the time. 
 

The next Committee meeting will take 
place on 11 th October at 18:30.  Venue: 
Reinhard Molkentin’s lapa, Plot 42, 
Rietfontein  Please, feel free to come along 
even if you are not on the Committee.   
 

Frog Count  
A frog identification census is being 
undertaken, to provide information on all kinds 
of frogs, where they occur, what type, and 
what numbers.  There are 110 species in 
South Africa.  All information on frogs in the 
Conservancy should be sent to Anne Mearns 
a.mearns@mtnloaded.co.za.  

Game 
The game capturing operation went very 
smoothly.  Some of you who were around on 
11th Sept will have seen the capture 
operation, with a helicopter to chase the 
animals into the boma. The company 
contracted to capture the game, 
Mpatamancha, did a very professional job.  
They will pay us R1000 for each wildebeest 
captured, R400 per impala, and R2 800 per 
hartebeest.  Please note that this will probably 
not be sufficient to refund the original 
contributions made by members to the game, 
and the Committee still needs to discuss the 
way forward in this regard. 
In the meantime, thanks to Hennie for making 
the arrangements and taking charge of the 
operation! 
 
Database of species  
The South African National Biodiversity 
Institute is developing a list of species 
(animals, plants, insects etc) with their status 
(threatened or protected etc).  A search of the 
database in its current form reveals that it is 
not yet complete.  However you might like to 
have a look at what is currently available at: 
http://www.speciesstatus.sanbi.org/default.aspx  
 
A new arrival for Spring!  

Stonehill Gaspard 
arrived in the 
early hours of 16th 
Sept.  His father is 
an imported 
Trakehner 
stallion. 
 



 

 
Members’ Newsletter 

September 2008 

 

 2 

Nature news:  
 
The fascinating world of lichens  
On the rocks in the Conservancy there is an 
amazing variety of lichens that provide us with 
our own natural “rock art”.  Lichens 
(Afrikaans: ligeen/ligene) are formed through 
a stable association between fungi and 
photosynthetic algae.  The algae capture the 
sun’s energy and pass it to the fungus. Other 
nutrients come from dust and decaying plant 
matter.  
 
The lichens play a role in breaking down the 
rocks, both by physical attachment and by 
producing acids that dissolve the minerals.   
 
Lichens produce an astonishing array of 
pigments, which they use to filter the light 
passed to the photosynthetic algae.  In days 
gone by, these pigments were used as textile 
dyes.  Bright red, purple or orange dyes were 
produced by fermenting the lichen in urine. 
 
Lichens also produce many useful 
compounds, which are known to act as 
antibiotics and anti-inflammatories. 
 
Lichens grow slowly, (generally less than a 
millimetre per year), and it has been accepted 
that a mature lichen may be hundreds or even 
thousands of years old.   
 
But there is a war being waged in the 
intensely competitive lichen world.  Often on a 
rock you will see a mosaic of individual 
lichens where each one is fighting for its 
share of the space.  Some lichen fungi steal 
the algae from others.  Other fungi invade and 
kill the lichens.  Some lichens invade young 
trees, inhibiting their growth. Others release 
aromas that reduce potential competition by 
affecting seed germination in the area. 
 
So instead of merely glancing at the lichens 
on the rocks and trees on your property, have 
a closer look at this part of the natural world 
that perhaps you never considered before! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


