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Message from the Chairperson  
The holiday season is almost upon us and we hope you all have a peaceful time in the 
Conservancy through this period.  Please make sure your animals are well looked after if 
you go away over the holiday.  In particular we don’t want more instances of dogs roaming 
loose around the conservancy and chasing the game.  
            Jane  

 
Another Conservancy award  
In the last newsletter we mentioned that we 
had been nominated for an award by the 
Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (GDARD), in respect of the 
rehabilitation work done in the Conservancy.   
The MmaTshepo Khumbane (MTK) awards 
were handed out with great fanfare at a big 
ceremony in Johannesburg in the middle of 
October. The awards were launched in 2007, 
and are named after the 72 year old woman 
who was responsible for founding the “Water 
for Food” movement.  The awards are granted 
biennially to “individuals and organizations 
who have demonstrated best practices in 
natural resource management to support 
ecologically sustainable livelihoods”. 

 
Left to right: Ms Nandi Khoza, MEC for Gauteng, 
MmaTshepo Khumbane, Dr Malcolm DeBude, 
Chief Director, GDARD. 

93 Projects were nominated in 6 categories, 
with cash awards to the winning nominees.  
The categories were as follows: 
- Best school greening project 
- School innovative projects 
- Environmental awareness projects 
- Environmental rehabilitation projects 
- Most innovative project 
- Community based natural resource 

management 
Most of the winners were community and 
school projects, so we were pleasantly 
surprised to be awarded a special Certificate 
of Appreciation, with a cash award to the 
Conservancy of R1500.  
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Constitution  
 
We still need to get some additional 
signatures in order to bring the Constitution 
into force with a 75% majority.  So far 9 
members have signed.  When people have a 
little more time over the holidays, hopefully we 
can get the remaining signatures so that we 
go into next year with the new system in 
place.  For those of you that have not yet 
signed, please help us to finalize this matter! 
 
Our resident astronomer makes the 
headlines again!  
 
Berto Monard, of Plot 39, Rietfontein in our 
Bronberg Conservancy, is one of the most 
productive amateur astronomers in the world.  
He just discovered the 86th supernova from 
his Bronberg Observatory! 
He also does a lot of observational work on 
cataclysmic variable stars. Several theoretical 
astronomers in the USA and Japan rely 
heavily on the data supplied to them by Berto 
Monard. 
He has already been congratulated by NASA 
for a gamma-ray burst discovery and has 
received several awards for his work.  In the 
December 2009 issue of Sky & Telescope 
magazine, Berto is praised for his meticulous 
measurements, that led to the discovery of an 
exoplanet.  We will try to get permission to 
reproduce the Sky & Telescope article for the 
next newsletter. 
 
Tyre recycling  
Raymond has been following up on the tyre 
recycling operation on R/14 Klipkop 396 JR, 
on the Lynnwood Road side of the 
Conservancy.  Benson Chang who seems to 
be in charge, says that they have 
commissioned an Environmental Impact 
Assessment, but the EIA company say they 
have only been asked for a quotation.  
Raymond has asked for a letter committing 
BMJ Recycling to stop the recycling operation 
on this property by the end of the year, but 
nothing has been forthcoming so far.  
Raymond has lodged a formal complaint with 
GDARD and has been informed that Ephenia 
Shezi (Ephenia.Shezi@gauteng.gov.za) will 
be investigating. 

Land claims  
 
Some of you may have seen the article in the 
Bronberger that refers to land claims 
published in the Government Gazette in 
August.  There are 7 land claims registered 
against Klipkop 396-JR. We are trying to get 
more details of the claims.  After countless 
fruitless phone calls, a fax has been sent to 
Mr Seboka, the Regional Land Claims 
Commissioner, and we await a response. 
 
Nature News – Fungi (Part 1)  
 
After the good rain we have had in the last 
few weeks, it is worth while looking out for 
interesting fungi when you walk around the 
Conservancy.  There are just too many 
examples to cover in one newsletter so look 
out for Part 2 early next year! 
 
Fungi play an essential role in nature by 
degrading plant and animal matter.  The fungi 
illustrated here are saprobic, i.e. they break 
down the material they grow on, enabling 
them to return it to the soil as simple 
compounds and humus.  Saprobic fungi are 
widely distributed and very abundant, but 
most species have very specialized habitats , 
growing on dung, dead grass, leaves or wood.   
 

 
This fungus is from the Amanita species – a group 
that includes the deadly poisonous Death Cap 
mushroom and is best left well alone! 
 
Although the vast majority of fungi are not 
poisonous, it is always better to be sure rather 
than playing Russian roulette.  The Death 
Cap mushroom, Amanita phalloides, is 
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responsible for 95% of cases of fatal 
mushroom poisoning.  Just in case you 
should think of experimenting, the symptoms 
of death cap mushroom poisoning are 
described as follows: 
Day 1: Symptom free 
Day 2: vomiting, abdominal cramps, diarrhoea 
Day 3: remission; but internal liver damage 
continues 
Day 4: gastrointestinal bleeding starts 
Day 5: Hepatic encephalopathy, brain 
damage 
Day 6: Kidney failure 
Day 7: Death 
 

 
The collared earth star fungus (Geastrum triplex) 
grows in leaf litter and contributes to humus 
production.   
 

 
Earth Star fungus at a slightly earlier stage of 
growth.  The spores are puffed out and dispersed 
when raindrops strike the ripe spore sac. 
 

 
This beauty, not yet identified, was found in front 
of the Meirings’ cottage for just one day! By the 
next day it had disintegrated. 
 
The main constituents of plant fibre are 
cellulose, hemicellulose and lignin.  White rot 
fungi first degrade the brown phenolic lignin, 
leaving behind the white cellulose and 
hemicellulose.  They cannot survive on just 
the lignin, but once the wood structure has 
been opened up by removing the lignin, they 
can access the energy in the sugars that 
make up cellulose and hemicellulose. 
Brown rot fungi are generally unable to 
degrade the lignin, so attack only the cellulose 
and hemicellulose, leaving behind the brown 
lignin.  
 

 
The Bluegum Woodcap, Lentinus stupeus, causes 
white rot in dead wood of broadleafed trees. 


