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Message from the Chairperson
Many thanks to all those who participated in the Clean Up Day. It is a pity that some people
who said they would come, either to help with the clean up, or to the braai, eventually did not
turn up.
We are now moving closer to the formalization of the new Constitution, which will require
signature from all landowners. Please try to make yourself available when committee
members approach you to discuss the details and get your signature over the coming
weeks.
This newsletter is for all of us – so please, feel free to send in any contributions you might
have!
Jane
.
Distribution of proceeds from the game
capture
At the last management committee meeting,
the disbursement of proceeds from the game
capture was discussed. It is proposed that
the proceeds will be disbursed on a pro rata
basis,
according
to
the
members’
contributions to the game.
However, a
proportion will be retained by the
Conservancy to cover unplanned expenses.
For those members who are currently in
arrears with their membership contributions, it
is proposed that contributions will be
deducted before disbursing any profits.
Conservancy Clean Up day
Everyone who participated in the Clean Up
Day and braai had fun! A few pictures of the
event are included in the newsletter.
Some people have asked the question: Why
should we help clean up other people’s
properties? Well, the short answer is that this
is OUR conservancy, and we should all take
responsibility for the area as a whole. We
have a number of absentee landowners, and
some landowners, even if they are resident,
simply do not have the resources to deal with
the problems on their land.
We really want to build community spirit, and
this is one good way to do it. We took out a
large truck load of old barbed wire and prickly
pear plants – so thanks to all who were
involved! The event also provided a good
way to get some of the workers involved, and
some of them came personally after the braai
to offer their thanks.

t
Joe, Derek and Angelique relax after a hard morning!

Henriette takes charge of the braai!

What do you mean I’ve got too much boerewors!!!!
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Development in our area
We have received a formal request from the
owners of the property to the East of the
Conservancy on Lynnwood Road to join the
Bronberg Conservancy. There are apparently
plans to subdivide the property into 8 hectare
plots. A public hearing into the matter is
scheduled for 12 November at 6pm, at
Riverside Castle on Lynnwood Road. We
encourage as many as possible to attend this
meeting, as it could have significant
implications for the Bronberg Conservancy in
the future. A variety of species of game
(including giraffe!) have already been
introduced on to this neighbouring property
Nature news:
Red means danger!

The colour of the flowers and seeds is
sufficient warning to many animal and insect
predators of the plant’s danger. But some
insects take advantage of the plant’s
poisonous properties!
The grasshopper
Dictyophorus spumans, or foam grasshopper,
eats the Paintbrush and accumulates the
poisons which it can then use to protect itself.
It is interesting that the foam grasshopper
itself has red coloration to warn of danger,
If the foam grasshopper is attacked, it exudes
a frothy liquid from openings near the base of
its hind legs. This froth, containing poisons
from the plants it has eaten, has such a
nauseating stench that it surrounds the
grasshopper in a protective chemical umbrella
that extends up to a metre. This can also be
a means for the grasshopper to get rid of
some of the poisons in its system.

It is that time of the year when the Paintbrush
flowers (Scadoxus puniceus) are starting to
show themselves.
The Paintbrush goes
under various names, Rooikwas in Afrikaans,
umPhompo in Zulu. The Paintbrush produces
various toxic compounds, and is known to be
the cause of dizziness, coma and even the
death of people who have ingested it. On the
other hand, the plant is used for beneficial
purposes by traditional healers, who prescribe
an infusion of the plant during pregnancy, and
also as an emetic for coughs.
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