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Message from the Chairperson
The holiday season is fast approaching and of course security in the Conservancy is always
a concern over this period. We were personally saddened to hear of the attack on the
parents of the vet who looks after our horses, Duncan Prinsloo Jnr, on their plot a few days
ago. Mrs Prinsloo was killed and Duncan Prinsloo Snr (also a vet), is probably paralysed.
Please, take extra care. If you are planning to go away over the holidays it is a good idea to
let us know in advance, particularly if your property will be standing empty. And needless to
say, make sure your pets are properly looked after!
Jane
.Developments in our area
Various plans are emerging for the
development of properties on the South East
side of the Conservancy along Lynnwood
Road.
Raymond and Jane attended a public hearing
concerning the proposed developments on
Plot 65 (see map). “Before The Winds”
Investments plan to develop the Stillbosch
Country Estate on the Northern side of
Lynnwood Road with 67 properties.
Concerns were raised at the hearing with
regard to water usage, sewage, destruction of
heritage sites, bulldozing of firebreaks etc.
At this stage no development is planned for
the portion on the Southern side of Lynnwood
Road (140ha) but it is not clear what the long
term future holds. We have requested the
owner to put his intentions in writing if he still
wishes this portion to become part of our
Conservancy.
Additional developments are planned for the
adjacent property, R/64 belonging to Karl
Gribnitz. The details are available on the
website www.rohirrim.co.za. He wants to
develop a small area for 13 residential units,
further there will be an equestrian centre and
the old farmhouse will be converted into a
hotel and restaurant. Again, it appears that
the intention is to develop the property to the
North side of Lynnwood Road, leaving the
part to the South side undeveloped. Gribnitz
wants to incorporate the southern portion of
R/64 into his other property, south of
Lynnwood road. He has hotel rights on that
property but he has asked for an extension to
exercise those rights.
We will keep a watching brief on all these
plans to see how they might affect our
Conservancy.

(with thanks to Raymond Geens for the
information and the map)
The new and the old…
After the game capture operation, the game
numbers are expanding again. A new baby
hartebeest can be seen running behind its
mother. Sadly, another adult hartebeest has
been spotted with a broken leg and will have
to be destroyed. Other births are expected
shortly!
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Nature news:
The energy thieves
Approximately 1% of plants are parasitic, that
is they attach to other plants and use the host
plant’s energy. These plants have an intimate
and complex interrelationship with their hosts,
and some have a severe impact as weeds of
agricultural crops.
Hemi-parasitic (partially parasitic) plants can
photosynthesize and generate some of their
own energy, but they also draw on energy
from the host plant. On the other hand holoparasites (total parasites) are entirely
dependent on the host plant.
Seeds from parasitic plants are often spread
by birds. They will only germinate once they
pick up a chemical signal from an appropriate
host plant. Then they push out a modified
root or “haustorium” that connects to the
vascular system of the host plant and
transports nutrients and water to the parasite.
The relationship between the parasite and the
host is very complex, and there is evidence
that there may even be transfer of some of
their genetic material.
We have a variety of parasitic plants in our
Conservancy. Root parasites include Striga,
or witchweed (the beautiful red Striga elegans
as well as the smaller purple Striga
gesnerioides) and the orange Alectra
orobanchioides. Striga is a major agricultural
problem in some countries to the north of us,
where it can damage maize crops by
attaching to the roots of the crop.
Tree parasites, or mistletoes, include
Tapinanthus natalitius, which can be seen on
a variety of trees in the Conservancy.
Mistletoe can become so abundant on a tree,
that most of the foliage is of the parasite and
not the host. Birds such as the Batis and
Cape Whiteye eat the mistletoe fruit and
disperse the seeds.
Interestingly, some
differences have been shown in the
preference by this plant to infest different
species of trees. In a comparison between
two species of Acacia that are in our
Conservancy, Acacia caffra was favoured
over Acacia karoo as a host.
In general, experts state that parasitic plants
rarely kill their host, so that the host and
parasite live unhappily together in some
balance!

Striga elegans (witchweed)

Alectra orobanchioides Striga gesnerioides

Tapinanthus natalitius (mistletoe)

Tapinanthus flowers
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