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Message from the Chairperson 
 
We as a conservancy made history in March when we had the highest number of members 
ever together at our AGM. We can really congratulate ourselves for what we have achieved 
over the last few years – a mature, running conservancy. There will always be challenges, 
but I know that we will fight them together. Thanks again to Jane for her excellent leadership 
over the past year.        Henriëtte  

 
Year end function and AGM 
The annual meeting and braai on 27th March 
was attended by a record number of people.  
It was great to have such a good turn-out, and 
it was an opportunity for the conservancy 
members to spend some social time together 
as well as to discuss Conservancy issues.   
 
Here are a few pictures of the event. 
 

Joe took charge of the potjiekos 
 

 
Friends caught up with the latest news (Monard, 
de Cuypere, Geens) 

 
Everyone helped out to get the meeting organized 

 
Jane chaired the meeting  

 
The incoming and outgoing chairpersons had a 
chat over a glass of wine. 
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Nature news 
 
The Bronberg Conservancy made news by 
featuring in the latest edition of the South 
African Plant Invaders Atlas.  Unfortunately 
this was a rather negative piece of news! 
 
A species of Verbascum, possibly a cultivar of 
V. thapsus, great mullein or Aaron’s rod, was 
found on Raymond Geens’ property earlier 
this year.  This is the second record of its 
escape from cultivation (the previous record 
was from the Eastern Cape).  According to 
Prof Braam van Wyk at the University of 
Pretoria it may be in the early stages of 
becoming an invasive weed. If you see any 
plants on your property, please let us know. 
 
Great mullein is an erect biennial herb 0.5- 
2.0 m high. It is native to Eurasia and is in the 
snapdragon family Scrophulariaceae. The 
large woolly white to grey leaves up to 500 
mm long occur mainly in basal rosettes.  The 
flowering stem is unbranched, usually leafy at 
the base, and carries many yellow flowers 12-
20 mm across. 
 
A similar species, V. virgatum, known as 
twiggy mullein, has long been recorded as a 
weed in South Africa. It is more slender, the 
leaves are smaller and not woolly.  All 
mulleins are poisonous to livestock. 
 

 
 

On another subject, it is amazing that our 
Bronberg Conservancy website 
(http://www.bronberg.co.za) generates so 
much interest from all sorts of places.  The 
latest e-mail we got was from Zimbabwe 
concerning the plants shown on the website, 
and informing us that “the species identified 
as Pentarrhinum insipidum is in fact Helinus 
mystacinus from the family Rhamnaceae. 
Pentarrhinum is a member of Apocynaceae 
subfamily Asclepiadoideae (formerly 
Asclepiadaceae). That species has opposite 
leaves and no climbing tendrils. In contrast 
the flowers shown on the website show the 
typical and distinct, 5-lobed corona of all 
Asclepoadoideae.” 
 
The identification has later been confirmed by 
Prof Braam van Wyk at the University of 
Pretoria to be Helinus integrifolius. It appears 
that that Helinus mystacinus (very similar to 
our species) is not found in South Africa, only 
from Zimbabwe northwards. H. integrifolius 
(which also occurs in Zimbabwe) is more or 
less hairless, whereas H. mystacinus has very 
hairy twigs and fruit. 
 
You may think that this is a rather academic 
argument but it is important if we are to have 
a full identification of the plants in our area, 
and we need some expert help to make sure 
we get things right! 
 

 
Helinus integrifolius, a creeping plant growing 
commonly in the Bronberg Conservancy  


