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Message from the Chairperson  
This is the last newsletter from me as Chairperson, as we will be electing the new committee 
at the AGM in March.  I would like to thank all members for their positive attitude and 
support during my term of office, and most especially give thanks to the outgoing committee 
members who have worked hard to make the Conservancy a success.  We have had a good 
year and I am sure the new committee will continue the good work. 
            Jane  

 
Year end function and AGM  
The Conservancy Annual General Meeting 
will be held at Joe Klerck’s house on Saturday 
March 27th.  There will be a braai and general 
get-together for all conservancy members.   
 

The management team has agreed that we 
now have enough signatures to implement the 
new constitution.  If you have not yet signed 
the constitution, you still have time – we can 
either email you a copy or bring it to you in 
person.  In terms of the new constitution we 
need a two thirds majority of conservancy 
members to be represented either in person 
or by proxy at the AGM, so please do your 
best to be there to ensure that we have a 
quorum!  If you are unable to attend, we need 
you to nominate a proxy to represent you. 
 

The following have indicated their willingness 
to stand for the committee next year: Hennie 
and Henriette Kieser, Joe Klerck, Raymond 
Geens, Franso van Zyl, Liz Adams, Mark 
Adcock and Jane Abson.  We would really 
welcome some new blood on the committee 
so please do not feel shy – just let us know if 
you are interested to participate. 
 
Security  
There have been some more incidents of dog 
poisoning around the Conservancy, as well as 
cutting of the conservancy boundary fence.  
Please be on your guard and inform Hennie if 
you know of any problems. 
 

Some entrance gates into the Conservancy 
are being left open on a regular basis by 
members or their tenants.  This is gross 
negligence and not only exposes all of us to a 
security problem, but is also an open 
invitation to the game to go exploring outside 
the Conservancy.  Particularly if you have 
tenants or visitors on your property, please 

ensure that they understand the importance of 
keeping the gates closed at all times. 
 
Developments in our area  
We are all grateful to Raymond for his efforts 
to close down the tyre factory operations that 
have caused severe atmospheric pollution 
over the last few months.  It seems that his 
efforts have borne fruit and the Green 
Scorpions have taken action against the 
culprits. 
 

The saga of the land claims in our area will no 
doubt continue for quite some time but it 
appears that we will not be prevented from 
developing or selling property in the 
meantime. 
 
Climate change?  
We have had a year so far of high rainfall, but 
not out of line from norms as shown in the 
graph on the following page.  Average annual 
rainfall over the period shown on the graph is 
around 720mm. Climate change predictions 
indicate that we are likely to have a more 
variable climate.  So although the Highveld 
region is likely get hotter and drier in future, 
we will also encounter more extremes of 
weather conditions.  
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Nature News – Fungi (Part 2)  
This second edition of the series on fungi 
shows some photos of fungi that grow on 
wood.  Some of these are saprobic (growing 
on material that is already dead) while some 
are parasitic (growing on living plants and 
weakening them to the extent that they 
eventually die). 

 
This Woodcap fungus is saprobic, growing on 
dead wood. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
This bracket fungus has not been 
categorically identified but may be from the 
Phellinus species. Most of these fungi are 
parasitic in nature. 
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This fungus is Ganoderma lucidum, the 
orange-brown lacquered bracket.  These fungi 
are important pathogens of broad-leafed 
trees.  Some develop on the trunks of living 
trees.  They are inedible although in the Far 
East they are sliced and dried and used to 
prepare a tea-like decoction which is highly 
valued as a health drink.  The fungus is 
believed to possess anti-carcinogenic (anti-
cancer) properties1. 
 

 
 
This fungus may be related to the Tropical 
Cinnabar Bracket fungus. They cause 
extensive white rot in the wood on which they 
grow.  They are widely distributed in Southern 
Africa.  The decayed wood may sometimes 
be coloured bright orange by the mycelium of 
the fungus. 

                                                 
1 Mushrooms of Southern Africa, by G.C.A. van der 
Westhuizen and Albert Eicker 

 
 
There are many fungi of this type, probably 
crustcaps (Stereum species?).  It is often 
difficult to identify a species categorically 
based on just a photo. 
 

 
 
As shown in this photo, lichens and fungi 
often co-exist on degrading wood.  Both play 
a role in the breakdown of wood.  Lichens are 
themselves an association between fungi and 
algae, and both fungi and lichens take their 
energy from the carbohydrates in the wood. 
 
Most of the fungi shown here are inedible 
although probably not deadly poisonous.  It is 
always safest to wash your hands thoroughly 
after touching any unidentified fungi as there 
have been reports of people falling sick 
through handling alone. 


